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Ann Jousma-Miller of
Gladstone was appointed
by Governor Jennifer Granholm to the
commission on December 29, 2003. 

She is owner and manager of Kipling House
Bed and Breakfast in Delta County.  She has
over 22 years experience serving as a liaison
between state legislators and Upper Peninsula
organizations concerned with agricultural
issues.  Also, Jousma-Miller served as a
regional representative for Michigan Farm
Bureau for 10 years. Currently she serves on
the Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors,
the B&B Association and the Gladstone
Community Development Committee.

Jousma-Miller and her husband, Ralph, have
six children. Her term expires December 31,
2007.

The 2005
Michigan
Commission
of Agriculture
The Michigan Commission of Agriculture is a
bipartisan group of citizens responsible for
establishing policies for the Michigan
Department of Agriculture (MDA).  The
primary role of the commission is to establish
the priorities that govern MDA, appoint the
department director, and approve the rules
and regulations promulgated by the
department.

Members of the five-seat commission are
appointed by the governor and confirmed by
the senate.  Commissioners serve four-year,
staggered terms, and only three may be from
the same political party.

The commission meets on a regular basis
and meetings are open to the public.  Those
interested in observing or discussing issues
under the commission’s jurisdiction are
encouraged to attend.  For more information
about the Commission of Agriculture’s
meeting schedule or agenda, contact the
commission liaison at:

Vice Chair
James E. Maitland
4448 Maitland Road
Williamsburg, MI  49690
231-938-2637 (Home)
231-938-1976 (Home Fax)
231-938-9800 or
231-938-8948 (Business)
231-938-2629 (Bus. Fax)
bmaitland@lochenheath.com

James E. Maitland was appointed to the
commission in 1998 by Governor John Engler
and reappointed in 2001.

Maitland earned his bachelor’s degree in
agribusiness from Michigan State University in
1970.  He is the owner of LochenHeath Golf
Course.  Maitland serves as chair of the
Michigan Certificate of Need Commission in

James E. Byrum was
appointed to the commission on February 11,
2003, by Governor Jennifer Granholm.

He earned his bachelor’s degree in public
affairs management from Michigan State
University.  Byrum is president and CEO of
the Michigan Agri-Business Association.
Previously he was state executive director of
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Farm
Services Agency.

Byrum and his wife, Dianne, have two
children. His term expires December 31,
2006.

James E.
Byrum
4933 Bellevue Road
Onondaga, MI  49264
517-628-2724  (Home)
517-336-0223  (Business)
517-336-0227  (Bus.Fax)
jim@miagbiz.org

the Michigan Department of Community
Health, and as secretary treasurer of the
Grand Traverse Fruit Growers Council.

He currently serves on the Grand Traverse
County Road Commission.  He also
volunteers in his community by serving on
the board of directors for air-ambulance and
central dispatch services for Grand
Traverse County.  He served as Acme
Township Supervisor from 1975 to 1992.

Maitland and his wife, Barbara, have three
sons.  His term expires December 31, 2005.
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13109 Palmer Road
Maybee, MI  48159
734-587-3466 (Home)
734-587-3818 (Farm)
734-587-7039 (Fax)
hdarling@bignet.net

Douglas E. Darling was initially appointed to
the commission in 1995 and reappointed in
1999 and 2002 by Governor John Engler.

He is a partner in Darling Farms, a
sesquicentennial farm of 1,300 acres of corn,
soybeans, wheat, alfalfa and feeder steers.
Darling has served on the Michigan Farm
Bureau Board of Directors, State Young
Farmer Committee, Michigan State University
College of Agriculture and Natural Resources
Alumni Board, Michigan Department of
Education Agricultural Education Advisory
Committee and the Southeast Washtenaw
County Agri-Science Advisory Committee.
He also has served as the London Township
Supervisor and chairman of the Milan Area
Fire Department Board.

Darling and his wife, Helen, have three sons.
His term expires December 31, 2006.

Douglas E.
Darling

Dale N. Norton
398 Slisher Road
Bronson, MI  49028
517-369-1236 (Home)
517-369-1237 (Business)
517-369-7240 (Fax)
nortondn@cbpu.com

Dale N. Norton was
appointed to the
commission on January 10, 2005, by
Governor Jennifer Granholm.

Norton, of Bronson, is a partner of Kendale
Farm in Branch County. A fourth-generation
farmer, Norton has 2,500 acres of crops
including corn, soybeans, and wheat. He
also raises cattle and hogs. In the mid
1980s, Norton participated in the Michigan
Agricultural Leadership Program (MALP),
which provided him the opportunity to travel
to China, Thailand, and South Korea to
study different agriculture systems. He is
also a former chair of the Michigan Farm
Bureau State Livestock and Poultry Advisory
Committee.

Norton and his wife, Roberta, have one son.
Norton’s term expires December 31, 2008.

Brad Deacon with the Michigan Department
of Agriculture is the Commission Liaison.
He can be contacted via phone or e-mail:

517-335-3403 (Office)
deaconb9@michigan.gov


